CLEMENCEAU

distinction of being the most formidable and relentless political
antagonist known in French public life since the great
Revolution. As he would never take office himself and was
moved by few personal animosities, he stood outside the lists
of competers for place. He had definite Eadical Eepublican
principles and during all these years he acted up to them. He
was throughout opposed, as I have said, to compromise. He
fought it continuously all along the line. Moreover, he had a
profound contempt for politicians who were merely politicians.
" I have combated," he said, " ideas, not persons. In my fight
against Eepublicans I have always respected my party. In the
heat of the conflict I have never lost sight of the objects we had
in common, and I have appealed for the solidarity of the whole
against the common enemy of all."

As, also, he triumphantly declared in a famous oration
against those who were engaged in sneering at Parliamentary
Government and the tyranny of words, he was ever in favour
of the greatest freedom of speech, and even stood up for the
commonplace debates which often must have terribly bored
him. " Well, then, since I must tell you so, these discussions
which astonish you are an honour to us all. They prove
conclusively our ardour in defence of ideas which we think
right and beneficial. These discussions have their drawbacks ;
silence has more. Yes, glory to the country where men speak,
shame on the country where men hold their tongues. If you
think to ban under the name of parliamentarism the rule of ^
open discussion, mind this, it is the representative system, it
is the Eepublic itself against whom you are raising your hand."

A great Parliamentarian,  a great political Eadical was
Clemenceau the Tiger of 1877 to 1893.   He, more than any
other man, prevented the Eepublic from altogether deterio-
rating and kept alive the spirit of the great French Eevolutionr
in the minds and in the hearts of mefl.